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Tadpoles change as they grow.
e\ become?
5 they e’

Tac\poles
grov legs.




They leap out of
wdater and hop dcross land.
Frogs are amphibians. Toads
and salamanders are
amphibians too.

A ‘Frog)s \OV\3 back
legs Nelp it leap on
land and swim in Water.



Most young amphibians start
their lives in water. Most adults
live on land.

All amphibians Nave
backbones. You

can see this frogs
backbone under its
smooth skhin.




Amphibians cannot make their
own body heat. Their bodies
get cold when the air is cold.
They get warmer when the air
is warm. They are ectotherms.

TWo frogs warm vp
On O SUNNY log.




Many amphibians live where
it is always warm. This
spadefoot toad lives in the
hot desert. It stays cool by
burying itself underground.




Spotted
salamanders
crawl in a
forest on a
rainy spring
night.

Some spotted
salamanders \ave

ye“ow spots.
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They find a pond. There they
lay a clump of eqggs. The eggs
do not have shells. They are
covered in d jelly.

A spotted
salamander rests

near its eggs.




Toads also lay eggs. They lay
them in long strings.

T\ese are toad
eggs. One Yoad
CON |a\/ +\ousands

of eggs at a Time.




Soon tadpoles hatch from the
eggs. The tadpoles eat tiny
water plants.

tadpoles stay
together and eat.




“ % \ TNis bird caught
-
] a tadpole.

\\\\\\

safe. Flsh blrds‘ snakes, turtles,
and insects all eat tadpoles.



Male poison dart frogs guard
their eggs. Tiny tadpoles
hatch from the eqggs. They
wiggle onto their dad’s back.
He carries them to water.

A male poison dart
freg carries tvo
tadpoles Yo water.
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TNis bullfrog
tadpole Nas
grown |eg$.




An amphibian’s body shape
changes as it grows. The tiny
tadpole hatches from an eqg
and grows quickly. Its back
legs grow first. Then tiny
front legs appear. Its tail
disappears. This change is
called metamorphosis.



The tadpole changes in
other ways too. Soon it will
eat insects instead of water

plants. It grows a long, sticky
tongue to catch flies.

A fadpole grows info
a frog. It uses ifs
tongue to cateh a bug.
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Young amphibians breathe
underwater with gills. This
young spotted salamander has
feathery gills.




Soon the salamander’s legs
grow longer. The fin along its
tail shrinks. Its gills disappear.
Lungs grow. Then it breathes
dir with its lungs.

T\is adult spotted salamander
vsed To have 3i"$. Now it has

lungs and breathes air.



A tiger salamander also
breathes through its damp skin.
It digs holes underground. The
- wet .gro}md keg!:_s igs‘skin ?{pp:
T AN




Some amphibians always live
underwater. Adult mud puppies
swim in lakes and stream:s.
They keep their bushy gills.

An adult mud ==1="

catehes a cm\/? TAN
underwater. @
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Some amphi b\ians blend in.
amouflage\helps\g:em stay sa
the grq,

.

fe. '

b L




The bright color of a golden

poison frog warns hunters to
stay away. The frog's poison
makes animals sick.

Stay avay from
t\is 3o|c\eV\
poison —Frog‘.




How does the wood frog live in
the cold winter? It hibernates.

Water inside its body turns to
ice. The ice melts in the spring.

A Wood frog
Nides in The sail in
winter. It comes
out of \ibernation
in The spring.




Amphibians called caecilians have no
legs. Caecilians look like worms. Their
tiny eyes can see only light and dark.

Sky=High' Tadpoles

Some poison arrow frogs carry tadpoles
high into a tree. The father frog drops
a tadpole in its own tiny pool of water
in a tree trunk. The tadpole o

stays there until it changes
into a frog.

Giant'Salamanders
Japanese giant
salamanders can grow longer than
you! They grow for their entire lives.

o



Parent?

Match the young amphibian with its parent.




amphibian: an animal with smooth skin that
usually lives part of its life in water and part of
its life on land. Frogs, toads, salamanders, and
caecilians are amphibians.

camouflage: coloring that helps an animal blend
in with the things around it

ectotherm: an animal whose body temperature
changes when the temperature of its surroundings
changes

edardrum: the part of the ear that vibrates to sound

gill: a part of the body that some animals use for
breathing underwater

hibernates: spends the winter in a sleeplike state.
When animals hibernate, they have a lower body
temperature, breathe less often, and use little energy.

lung: a body part that some animals use to
breathe air

metamorphosis: changes in the
form of some animals as they
grow

tadpole: a young frog or
toad that has hatched
from an eqg




Further Readding

All about Frogs for Kids and Teachers
http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Themes/frogs
Learn about record-breaking frogs, where frogs
live, what they eat, and more.

Amphibians
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/
amphibians.html

Learn all about amphibians’ lives in water and on
land.

Bishop, Nic. Nic Bishop Frogs. New York:
Scholastic, 2008.

Bredeson, Carmen. Fun Facts about Salamanders.
Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publishers, 2008.

Know Your Frogs
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/caer/ce/eek/critter/
amphibian/frogident.htm

Learn to identify many different kinds of frogs and
hear their songs.

Pyers, Greg. Why Am I an Amphibian? Chicago:
Raintree, 2006.

Answer key for page 29:

A is a bullfrog. It is the parent of 3.

B is a mud puppy. It is the parent of 1.

C is a spotted salamander. It is the parent of 2.
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