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BiPi}Ha\le
Feathers

Have you seen birds in the
city? Pigeons on the sidewalk
bob their heads. Have you
seen birds in the water?
Swans paddle across the ldke.

Like all birds, pigeons and

swans have feathers. Birds
are the only animals
that have feathers.

r N
TN\is pigeon
lives in the
city.




A swWan swims
in The lakte.




Feathers help birds stay warm
or cool. Birds fluff their down
feathers to keep warm. On hot
days. they flatten their feathers
to cool down.

A blue jay FlofFFfs its
feathers to stay warm.




Smooth body feathers cover
down feathers. Body feathers
overlap, so water runs off them.
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Body feathers help
Leep this duck dry.




Some birds have

feathers that Can \ou spot

t\is Woodcoct?

help them hide.




Other birds have brightly

colored feathers.




What do birds use to fly?
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.« All birds have
~ feathers.. But nhot
all birds can fly.

N

An ostrie\

is Yoo heavy
Yo Fl\/. But
it can run
Very £ast.



Penguins Flap their wings
underwater fo swim.
Their feathers Leep
them warm and dry.




Birds take care of their

feathers. After flging. this tern
preens its feathers. It uses its
beak like a comb.




Birds need plenty of food to fly,
run, or swim. You chew food
with your teeth.

Birds don't have teeth. Birds
use their beaks to eat. A hawk
tears rabbit meat with its
hook-shaped beak.
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Whatiwill*alheronicatch?
It grabs fish with its long beak.
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They pry
insects from

under d
tree's bark.

Woodpeckers male
a loud Lnock! They
can drill deep Noles
in trees.




A flamingo sweeps its beak
from side to side in the water.

The flamingo
traps tiny plants
and danimals in
its beak.

o

The —Flamingo)s
bealk is shaped
just right for
Scooping.




Cardinals erack
seeds With their
Thick beaks.




An oriole sits
in Ner nest.




When winter ends, many birds
find safe places to lay eggs.
Some build nests high in the
trees. A mother oriole weaves
her nest. i
She puts soft
feathers inside.
The father _
oriole sings in R {
a nearby tree. -- 4
He chases other :

birds away. /




“puffins dig deep
':, ‘nests on high

Ilffsx:rhe eggs "
ﬁ |II be safe there .
4;9 .




Terns build nests together in
big groups called colonies. All
the birds in a colony watch for
danger.
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r‘r\\ese terns
male their nes+t
along the shore.
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\¥ grew inside its egg for about
thirteen days before hatehing.

A mother b

Baby birds grow

e A baby robin Natehes From its egg.

- rrl ..;J
' [\ -~ Y 2

A L i
WY Am LANE " - e
- .,..,,,.& % \ ,)4. \ \ Ay ¥

. 3 - C LAY 3
U -~ ¢ kS 5 #

A P b N, - \\x &



Barn swallows

fucl their nests
in barns and
outside buildihgs.




Loon chicks dare born with
down feathers. At two days
old, they can swim and dive.




Young robins grow flight |

feathers. Thei flap their ;-
! d&_g to t g

- -
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Match the picture of the feet on
page 28 with the bird on page 29.

d. Swimming feet i / _‘
b. Perching feet [ = ' 1




A woodpecker
uses its feet to
climb up trees.

An emus large feet have
only three toes. They are
strong for running fast.

An osprey swoops
down to the water and
grabs fish with its feet.

U . ’, A parrot’s
feet hold
’ﬁ ’) / onto tree

,.f branches.

A goose uses its /
feet to paddle

across lakes.
29



Glossary
beak: a bird's bill

body feathers: feathers that cover and protect
an adult bird's body. Body feathers give a bird its
sleek shape and special colors.

chick: a baby bird

colony: a group of birds that builds nests near one
another

down feathers: soft, fluffy feathers on a young
bird. They are also the feathers that cover an adult
bird"s skin.

ﬂight feathers: wing and tail feathers that birds
use for flying

hatch: to break out of an eqgg

perching: holding and resting on a spot

preens: cleans feathers with a bird’s beak

soar: to fly high in the sky
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Answer key for pages 28-29:
a) a goose’s feet,

b) a parrot’s feet.

c) an osprey’s feet,

d) a woodpecker's feet,

e) an emu’s feet



