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Wh} iS
d Reptile?

An alligator dives underwater
to catch a fish. A sidewinder
springs forward and bites a
mouse. A wood turtle chews
berries in a field. A horned
lizard gobbles ants. Alligators,
shakes, turtles, and lizards
look very different. They eat
different foods. But all are

reptiles. N
f= e, ,__,
T\is wood i i a8
turtle lives B, ’,

in a stream in
the forest.




An alligator
looks for Food
in The water.



Reptiles are
animals with
dry. scaly skin.
Their thick scales
protect their
bodies. Scales hold
in water too. Scaly
skin lets some reptiles
live in dry places.

A skink Nas
smooth scales.
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A snapping turtle has small
scales on its neck. Large
scales cover its shell.

Can You see the
large scales on this
snapping turtle?




A turtle’s backbone is part of its
shell. Animals wnth backbones
are called » er}c%pra&esipepu[es,t Y
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Turtles Nave
backbones inside
+their shells.




Look dat the snadke slide over the
ground. Its backbone is made
up of hundreds of small bones.




A crocodile has a strong
backbone. The crocodile runs
on land. It swishes its powerful
tail to swim underwater. The
crocodile swims to the surface
to breathe. All reptiles breathe
air. They breathe with lungs.

Crocodiles Nave
backbones. They
breathe air.




A crocodile basks on a sunny
log. The sun warms its body.
Reptiles cannot make their
own body heat. They are
ectotherms. They get warm or
cool from their surroundings.

T\ erocodile

warms i+s body
in The sun.




An iguana
warms up on
a rock in
the desert.




Most reptiles live on or near
land in warm places. What

do reptiles do when it is cold?
Many find safe places to sleep.
They hibernate.

Every fall, prairie rattlesnakes
travel o the same den. They
Nibernate there during winter.




Desert tortoises dig holes
underground. At night, the
desert cools off. Underground
holes stqg warmer than the cold

A desert tor+toise

| stays coolin a
5 s\\ady Nole.




Some reptiles are hard to find.
The lizard's spotted skin blends
in with the speckled rock. Its
camouflage keeps it safe.

Can You spot the granite
lizard on t\is rect?
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How: do other reptiles stau
3172% A skink can drop its
tail if an animal grabs it. The
skink runs away and leaves
behind its wiggling tail. The
skink will grow a new tail.

TNis sLink dropped
iTs fail. ¥ is growing
a nev Tail.




A box turtle pulls in its head,
tail, and legs. It clamps its shell
shut. A hungry fox sniffs the
turtle. But the fox cannot bite
through the turtle’s tough shell.

A box turtle \ides
in its shell. The
shell Leeps it safe.

18



A rattlesnake shakes its rattle.
The sound warns enemies to
stag away.

Can \Jou see The

rattle on this
rattlesnake?




Green iguanas
are reptiles.




Most reptiles lay eggs on land.
Green iguanas live in trees.
They climb down to dig a nest
and lay eqggs.

Green iguanas lay
more than twenty
eggs at a fime.




A sed turtle swims to shore.
She dlgs d nhest on the beach

. » }



"-She | Iags round eggs w:th_

A sea furtle lays eggs in
Ner nest. Then she coVers
the eggs Witk sand.




Birds, raccoons, and

e water.
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A female garter snake carries
her babies inside her body.
She can give birth to forty
babies or more. The babies
take care of
themselves.




Most reptiles do not stay
with their young. But a
mother alligator cares for her
babies. She lays her eggs in
d muddy nest.

A mother alligator
protects her eggs.




Two months later, the babies
hatch. The mother hears them
yip. She leads them to water
and keeps them safe. Soon
they will hunt on their own.

Baby alligators stay with
Th\eir mother. The mother
chases away enemies.




LeTze[233 ([E2-1¢-R" The Komodo dragon
can grow 10 feet (3 meters) long
and weigh 200 pounds (91

kilograms). With its sixty
teeth, it can tear apart
pigs and deer.

250 [P 22 The world's smallest
reptile is the dwarf gecko. It is so tiny
that it can curl up on a small coin.

Longestisnake: 8 (8 /PR VLR
Indonesia was measured at 33 feet (10
m) long. That is as long as a school bus!
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Oldest living animal: s ;=i L
known tortoise lived at least 188 years.
Tortoises often live over 100 years.

C1d1Ye) (13 H1E3 A spiny-tailed iguana
can run 21 miles (34 kilometers) per hour.

AT (5321533 No reptiles can
dctually fly. But some snakes and
lizards glide through the air. The flying
dragon stretches out flaps of skin on the
side of its body. With these "wings.” it
can glide 25 feet (8m) from tree to tree.

mww,. Weirdest lizard:
= ;'L" A Texas horned
,w’ 47 lizard blows up like
- *é x""  aballoon if an enemy

\'-,'6,‘ &g - nears. If the lizard is

TI7 el still frightened., it squirts
46’(. LAY . blood from its eyes.
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Glossary
bask: lie in the sun

camouflage: coloring that helps an animal blend
in with its surroundings

ectotherm: an animal whose body temperature
changes when the temperature of its surroundings
changes

hibernate: to be inactive and sleep
Iung: an organ used for breathing

reptile: an animal with scaly skin that has a
backbone and breathes air with lungs. Most
reptiles lay eggs. Crocodiles, snakes, turtles, and
lizards are reptiles.

scale: a tough, hard plate that covers and protects
a reptile’s skin

vertebrate: an animal with a
backbone
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